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THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…

…is approximately 190 
dedicated professionals 
from organizations and 
agencies that are 
advancing Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) in 
Minnesota...

...that builds skills in Minnesota communities to 
successfully implement SRTS, supporting partnerships 
between state and local agencies, municipalities, and 
advocacy organizations, and advocating for policy 
changes to support walking and bicycling to schools and 
improvements to the built environment...

...and makes Minnesota 
a state where all 
students, no matter their 
race, ethnicity, income 
level, age, ability, or 
geographic location, can 
walk and bicycle on 
routes that are safe, 
comfortable and 
convenient...

...because to be able to 
walk and bike safely 
makes health, learning, 
communities, and 
independence better for 
all of us.
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AGENDA
• Welcome and Introduction

• Winter Walk To School Day Winner!

• Success with Bike Fleets
• Review of Bike Fleets Guide

• Maintenance Tips

• Future Funding

• Announcements
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MnDOT Updates
Dave Cowan, SRTS Coordinator



Winter Walk to School Day 

Shout out to participating schools (50+ this year)

Temperatures

Snow

Ice
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??????????????

MACCRAY West and East partnered together with Kandiyohi/Renville and 

Countryside SHIP to 

increase physical activity and provide a safe environment for kids to walk to 

school on their first 

Winter Walk to School Day! MACCRAY West was supported by Maynard Fire 

Department, 

Maynard First Responders, Clara City P.D., Chippewa County Sheriff’s 

Department, and MN 

State Trooper- as well as teachers, staff, and SHIP. All of these partners created 

an exciting 

environment to walk the kids to school. Every kid had a smile on their face- as 

well as the 

volunteers that helped make this such an amazing opportunity. It may have been 

-3 degrees 

out and -22 degrees with windshield, but that didn’t stop this rural community. 

We arrived to 

Maynard Event Center with City Staff cleaning off sidewalks from snow; the Fire 

Department, 

Clara City PD, and Chippewa County Sheriff blocking the streets from traffic, 
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and many students 

showing up with “Walk and Talk”, “Stride & Pride”, and Supported by SHIP Signs!  

Three buses 

were unloaded at the Event Center, as well as parent drop off for MACCRAY 

West. Our busloads 

(75 kids) took on the streets of Maynard and walked to the school. Fire Fighters, 

SHIP, First 

Responders, Teachers, and the Deputy Sheriff walked side by side. Students 

were laughing, 

holding hands, smiling, and having a great start to their morning. The students 

and volunteers 

were surprised when they turned the corner to the last block and a State Trooper 

was greeting 

and blocking traffic towards the school. The kids were welcomed to school with 

hot cocoa as 

they chanted the MACCRAY Pride song, ready to start their day. The community 

of Maynard 

surely made each one of those kids’ day, the pride this rural community was 

surely outreached 

beyond love today!
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??????????????

Minnesota Safe Routes to School
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MACCRAY EAST AND WEST
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MnDOT Updates



▪ Which projects should we 
fund?

▪ Do we fund technical 
assistance or demonstration 
project hours? 

▪ Do we fund updates to 
plans?

▪ Do we want to fund high 
schools?

▪ Do we partially fund any 
communities, limit the 
cost/plan?

Planning Solicitation Update
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SHIP Funding Bike Fleets

• Funds may be used as grantees budget allows for the following:

• Adult, child, e-bike, adapted bicycles, or adjustable bicycles

• Helmets for curriculum (ideally donated) and lice prevention supplies

• Bike pump, multi-tool, chain lube, bike stand, patch kits, spare tubes

• Trailer for storage and increasing use

• Curriculum supplies like chalk, cones, etc

• As always --> budget changes must go through your Community Specialist, a 
sustainability plan for maintenance is required, & cost-share encouraged

2/15/2018

SHIP: Better Health Together | http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/oshii/ship/index.html
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Local Example

• Melrose Bike Fleet

Mobile bike repair (statewide): https://www.velofix.com/locations/minnesota/
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Bike Fleet Solicitation Update

Photos of St. Cloud Fleet
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What are responsibilities?

▪ Grantee

▪ Take ownership of fleet

▪ Manage bicycle safety education 

program

▪ Host training for teachers

▪ Provide secure storage area

▪ Share the bicycles with other schools 

and organizations

▪ Maintain the bicycles, trailer and 

equipment for at least five years

▪ Complete SRTS parent surveys and 

tallies

▪

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/bicyclesolic.html

Take ownership of an enclosed trailer with bikes (Enclosed trailer is expected to be 
approximately 20-25’ long and weigh app. 5,000 lbs when loaded) 
• Manage a bicycle safety education program 
• Provide training for teachers/educators to use the bikes 
• Provide a secure storage area for the trailer 
• Share the bicycles with other schools and organizations 
• Assume liability for use of the bikes and carry any necessary insurance 
• Maintain the bicycles, trailer and other equipment for at least five years 
• Complete SRTS parent surveys and hand tallies 
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What are responsibilities?

▪ MnDOT

▪ Reimburse purchase

▪ Arrange training on 
how to use the bicycles 
and related equipment

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/bicyclesolic.html

Take ownership of an enclosed trailer with bikes (Enclosed trailer is expected to be 
approximately 20-25’ long and weigh app. 5,000 lbs when loaded) 
• Manage a bicycle safety education program 
• Provide training for teachers/educators to use the bikes 
• Provide a secure storage area for the trailer 
• Share the bicycles with other schools and organizations 
• Assume liability for use of the bikes and carry any necessary insurance 
• Maintain the bicycles, trailer and other equipment for at least five years 
• Complete SRTS parent surveys and hand tallies 

32



AGENDA
• Welcome and Introduction

• Winter Walk To School Day Winner!

• Success with Bike Fleets
• Review of Bike Fleets Guide

• Maintenance Tips

• Future Funding

• Announcements

34



CENTER FOR PREVENTION PODCAST

Explores themes related to 
health, health equity and 
community. 

We hope to include community 
voices in our episodes, and are 
collecting stories for our March 
launch!

Please call in at 1-877-972-7563 
and share your thoughts in 30 -
60 seconds on when and how 
you learned about being healthy.

www.centerforpreventionmn.com/podcast

The Center for Prevention is launching a new podcast!

First episode is scheduled to come out March 20, we’ll focus on trends and 

traditions in health, and how they shift across generations. And we’d like to hear 

from you, or friends, family, students, teachers… Please call us at 1-877-972-

7563 and share your thoughts in 30 - 60 seconds on when and how you learned 

about being healthy. Don’t forget to give us your full name and phone number so 

we can contact you to follow up on your story. We look forward to hearing your 

stories.

https://www.centerforpreventionmn.com/podcast

Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/centerforprevention/posts/2061738680509111
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

• SRTS Academy Application – To host a fall workshop, 
application deadline June 1, 2018

• Bike + Walk MN Conference April 29 – May 1, 2018

• SRTS Track

• Status of MN SRTS Meet UP

Walk! Bike! Fun! Updates:
The new application to host a 2018 WBF training will come out the 2nd week of 
January. It will include options for both Spring and Fall. Intention is to allow for 
planning when school is in session and remover barrier of planning during summer 
when staff is away.

Deadline for requesting Spring trainings will be February 28th,
Deadline for requesting Fall trainings will be June 1st.
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WALK/BIKE TO SCHOOL DATES:

OCTOBER 4TH, 2017

FEBRUARY 7TH, 2018

MAY 9TH, 2018

Sign up for Winter Walk to School Day! Win the Golden Snowboot? 

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/programs/winter_walk_to_school_day

.html

From Minneapolis Public Schools: 

https://www.facebook.com/MPS.TrueFood/posts/532326687166507 
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To join the Minnesota Safe Routes to School Network, 
email center.communications@bluecrossmn.com

MONTH
January 18, 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

TOPIC
• SRTS Large District Strategies
• Minneapolis Public Schools New SRTS Action Plan

MONTH
February 15, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

MONTH
March 8, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

TOPIC
• MN SRTS Evaluation Plan (NEW!) 

TOPIC
• Success with Bike Fleets (with Bike MN Call)

THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…

Note March date is change due to Bike MN’s Bike Summit at state capitol!
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To join the Minnesota Safe Routes to School Network, 
email center.communications@bluecrossmn.com

MONTH
April 19, 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

TOPIC
• MN SRTS Resource Center: Interactive Community
• Use of Demonstration Projects and SRTS

MONTH
May 17, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

MONTH
June 21, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

TOPIC
• Enforcement: What is working in Minnesota

TOPIC
• SRTS: Supporting People with Disabilities (to be confirmed)

THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…
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2018 MEETINGS
2018 Meeting Dates:

January 18 
February 15 

March 8 (revised from 15)
April 19
May 17
June 21
July 19

August 16
September 20 
October 18/25
November 15
December 20

Call Time: 10:00 – 11:00AM
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THANK YOU!
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